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Where are we? Who are you?
Who am I?



Conservatives:

- centrist right 

(right?)

- HE is not fit for 

purpose

- value of 

degrees in 

question

- Augar review

Labour:

- free for all!

- not for tax 

payers…



Are universities ‘good value’?

”No improvement in Britain’s 

productivity despite rise in 

graduate numbers”

”Certain degree subjects 

offer no ROI”

“Office for budget 

responsibility.. student loans 

will add 11.1% of GDP to 

national debt by late 2030s

Nick Timothy

Ponzi scheme



Not so helpful… …increased focus



On paper…

“ a wide-ranging review 

of Post-18 Education and 

Funding”

Augar’s TOR:

1) Choice & competition

2) A system accessible to 

all

3) Delivering the skills 

our country needs

4) Value for money

The Augar

Review: 

bleurgh





The results… UF (ooh)



The results… grade inflation



The results… ‘sharp’ tactics



What’s next for HE?



What’s next for HE? (maybe)

- Increased/renewed regulation, inspection and 

quality assurance

- Refocus on ‘outreach’ spend

- Demand for HE to rise, but not necessarily as 

we know it

- Return of SNC?

- Level 3 qualification reforms 



Is it Christmas yet?

- Opportunity for universities with strong 

industrial reputations, strong FE partners

- Genuine need for review and rationalising the 

sector 

- “Crisis is danger and opportunity”

- We’re in this together 



Questions?/lunch




