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Undergraduate Applications: Regional Focus

Regional application figures can be used to monitor the overall submission figures for specific geographical

areas but also allow for the identification of any spikes or drops in numbers that may warrant investigation:

Approved ‘new’ Tuition Fee Loan applications by region: (Mar - June end 2025 on time)

Year on Year New Approved TF Applications on Time
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In AY 25/26  
222,542 less 
submitted than 
in AY 24/25 for 
same period. 

A potential 
revenue loss 
across regions of 
£2.12Billion 
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Undergraduate Applications: Post – Deadline AY 25/26

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

2024/25 48,241 53,343 37,933 25,903 17,789

2025/26 49,011 56,474 39,027 21,180 5,180
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Applications Post-New FT Deadlines

Area of concern 

Despite online campaigns, reminder prompts and IAG practitioner engagement, each academic year

sees a significant number of students submit their funding applications after the set ‘deadlines’:

170,872 Late New applicants in 2025 & counting!
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App Submission: Calling Students to Action

The reality is that the later a student leaves it to submit their application, the more risk they run of

not receiving their full payments at the start of their course or when returning for the next year of

study:

• Have you noticed any reluctance from students to submit their finance applications this last 
year?

If yes, have they given any specific reason as to why? Such as:

• The introduction of the Plan 5 loan Terms and Conditions and concerns over repayment or 

interest

• Seeking an Apprenticeship or other alternative study or employment options

• Taking a gap year to consider their options and potentially wait for the introduction of the LLE  

• Cost of living and ‘student loan debt’ concerns meaning that entering HE or continuing their 

course is no longer viable

We would welcome any feedback or opinions on any potential reasons that may be 

contributing to the drop-off in application submissions i
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Full Time Application – AY 25/26

To help drive early application submission, promotional messages and supporting 

resources are featured across the SFE online platforms:

• The Student Room: www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance

• The Practitioners Website: www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/supporting-materials/

• UCAS: www.ucas.com/sfe 

• YouTube: www.youtube.com/SFEFILM

http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance
http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/supporting-materials/
https://www.ucas.com/sfe
http://www.youtube.com/SFEFILM
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To discuss IAG training delivery opportunities and to sign-up for the 

Funding Information Services Team bulletin:

 Ahmar_Ehsan@slc.co.uk

www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/about-us/funding-information-services-account-

managers/

A BnC-77 Production

mailto:Ahmar_Ehsan@slc.co.uk
http://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/about-us/funding-information-services-account-managers/


The cost of living crisis is lingering on

● The average student now spends £1,142/month.

● This is up 3.4% on the previous year, and students are

still suffering from 14% and 17% increases in 2022 & 2023.

● London is the most expensive (£1,269/month).

● Northern Ireland is the cheapest (£977/month).

o Average loan is £640/month – £502/month less.



What do students spend their money on?



The impact of rising costs and the student housing crisis

Distance from campus Living with parents

2020 21 mins 12%

2021 21 mins 10%

2022 21 mins 13%

2023 24 mins 15%

2024 24 mins 15%

2025 26 mins 15%



Parental contributions are falling – but not equally

Household income
Avg. monthly parental contribution 

(2024)
Avg. monthly parental contribution 

(2025)
Difference

£25,000 or less £54 £45 - £7

£25,001 – £35,000 £102 £93 - £9

£35,001 – £45,000 £235 £98 - £137

£45,001 – £55,000 £246 £157 - £89

£55,001 – £65,000 £249 £292 + £43

£65,001+ £320 £342 + £22

Average £171 £146 - £25
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Maintenance Loans haven’t kept up with inflation

£496

£1,546
£1,860

£1,906



The impact of lacklustre Maintenance Loans



Share the realities of Student Finance

● The tuition fee increase(s) won’t make any difference to monthly repayments.

● Most students likely won’t be eligible for the reinstated Maintenance Grants.

● Students will almost always need extra cash on top of their loans.

● Parents might be expected to contribute more than they anticipated.





Help them develop positive financial habits

● Start a budget ASAP (estimates are ok!) using predicted

Maintenance Loan amounts.

● If they’re already earning, open a second bank account to

learn money management.

● Encourage them to think about what really matters with a

student bank account.



Highlight the support on offer, even if it feels unglamorous

● Explain university hardship funds.

● If your campus has a food bank, mention it.

● Promote any other schemes that address basic needs:

o Warm spaces

o Free use of showers, microwaves, etc.

o Free sanitary products.



…and some money-saving tricks they can use right now

● Get a 16–25 Railcard (and link it to an Oyster card if in London).

● Use cashback websites for all online purchases (including uni essentials!).

● Download apps for free and cheap food (Olio, TooGoodToGo, Shopmium).

● Use Airtime Rewards for money back on your phone bill.

o And hold back on buying some things.



Find out more

● Find all the resources and guides mentioned in this talk: sts.ac/heloa26links

● Plus loads more at: savethestudent.org

● Sign up for our uni staff newsletter: sts.ac/nl26

Get in touch

● Tom Allingham – tom@savethestudent.org

https://sts.ac/heloa26links
http://savethestudent.org/
https://sts.ac/nl26
mailto:tom@savethestudent.org

