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The Brilliant Club works 

across the UK, mobilising the 

PhD community to support 

less advantaged students to 

access the most 
competitive universities, and 

succeed when they get 
there.

Our Mission



Why does The Brilliant Club exist?

28 in 
100

for the most 
advantaged 

quintile

*Measured using the UCAS Multiple Equality Measure 

UCAS comparison of progression to the most competitive universities by 18-year-olds:

2 in 
100

for the most 
disadvantaged 

quintile



The Brilliant Club
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Programme Impact: Application and progression





Our work across the UK

Approx. 800 

schools per 

year

575 renewal

225 new



Our recent approach

“Reach out and build secure 
relationships with more 
schools and colleges –
especially those in areas 
where we have not worked 
before and social mobility 
cold spots.”



The New Strategy (2026-29)

• Approx. 5,000 new students 
each year ~ 300 schools

• Place at the forefront of our 
strategy for growth

• The Brilliant Club, not The 
Scholars Programme 



Sutton Trust Opportunity Index

Ranks all constituencies in 
England by:

• school attainment

• access to higher education

• employment status

• earnings of young people 
eligible for free school meals 
(FSM) at secondary school



Sutton Trust OI Lowest Ranked Constituencies



Working in Target Areas

• For the past five years, ~43% of the students we’ve worked with 
go to school in a target area 

• By the end of 28-29, we are aiming to increase that figure to 53%

Securing EnhancingBuilding



What’s Working Well: Leicestershire

Leveraging relationships with secondaries to build 
presence in primaries (and rewarding recommendations)

Emailing our old schools!

Asking for introductions

Getting out in person

Small, local MATs



Celebrating our University Partnerships

“It’s like an experience of what 

you can pick at university. It’s got 

me thinking, this is just one subject 
but there are so many different 

areas and things at university, it’s 

quite exciting.”

Year 9 student



A Challenge: Essex

✓ Wanting to 

increase school 

presence across 

the region as it fits 

our targeting 

criteria

× Internal logistics 

of finding local 

tutors to deliver 

our programme 

and universities 

for graduation 

events



A Challenge: Essex

Offering online versions of our 
programmes

Exploring options with university 
partners

Keeping targets realistic

Financial travel incentives for tutors

Remembering we can’t do it all at 
once!


