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THIS. IS. NOT. NORMAL.
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The current political climate
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The current climate for HE
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Challenges 

• Brexit and immigration

• Review of post-18 education 

funding

• Office for Students and student 

expectations

Opportunities

• Regional role of universities

• International role of universities

• Enhancing the student 

experience

• Public benefits / MadeAtUni



Brexit
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Brexit  priorities 
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1. Settled status arrangements for 

EU staff

2. Immigration system with 

minimal barriers

3. Erasmus + 

4. Horizon Europe

5. Structural funding

6. Recognition of qualifications

7. No Deal planning



Post-18 review of HE and 

FE funding in England
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VfM and efficiency: reducing the 

average fee or greater differentiation?

‘Rebalancing’ funding towards further 

education  

Improving support for flexible learning 

to meet skills needs

Addressing concerns about student 

living costs

Policy and political drivers for the review
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Our five key principles

1. All those qualified and who wish to enter higher education 
should be able to do so under a system that is fair, 
accessible and progressive. 

2. The system should support national and local productivity 
and economic growth by providing a sufficient supply of 
higher-level skills. 

3. The system should be stable and sustainable with the cost 
shared between taxpayers and graduates. 

4. Sufficient support should be provided to cover both living 
and tuition costs. 

5. The system should be easy to understand and transparent. 
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Regulation and 

student expectations 
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HE regulator 
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Value for money
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They said…
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Regional role of 

universities 
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Regional role of universities 
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International role of 

universities 
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» The UK is the second largest 

destination for international students 

in the world, with 458,490 

international students

» Almost 20% of students in the UK 

are international

» There are 707,915 students 

undertaking UK transnational 

education across the globe

» 30% of academic staff at UK 

universities are international

» 54% of UK research publications 

have an international co-author

» 17% of UK research funding comes 

from overseas sources

Internationalisation of UK higher education



Our global competitors
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Enhancing the 

student experience
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Supporting students
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Improving public sentiment 

and understanding 
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Popular themes in media/political discourse

- “Graduates do not think their degrees 
were worth the money…”

- “Undergraduates are discontented with 
teaching…”

- “The public think universities are 
extravagant and wasteful…” 

- “Ethnic minorities feel excluded from 
universities…”
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The prism through which universities are seen 
tends to be the undergraduate student experience

This means that postgraduate study or research is rarely front 
of mind; however, when presented with information about 
university research, the public are overwhelmingly positive 

about it.



There is a real interest in universities’ role in their local 

community, but this is the area of impact least understood or 

recognised 

Just 31% say that universities have a positive impact on their local community, while

40% feel that they are not informed to any extent about the impact of 

universities on their local community





A lack of understanding of universities’ impact creates a risk that even the 
most positive lack ammunition to advocate for the sector 

Only a minority say they feel informed to a 
great extent about what we do

In the workshops it was apparent that the 
majority of people rarely think about 
universities, largely finding the sector 
irrelevant 









32
Universities UK | The voice of universities



33
Universities UK | The voice of universities









» Website: www.universitiesuk.ac.uk

» Find us on Twitter and Instagram: @UniversitiesUK, 
@MadeAtUni,, @UUKi, @UUKevents

» Sign up to the Universities UK Bulletin

» Subscribe to our newsletters on:

» Immigration news

»Events

»Mental health in higher education

Nicky Old: nicky.old@universitiesuk.ac.uk
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