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The current climate for HE E
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Challenges

« Brexit and immigration

* Review of post-18 education
funding

o Office for Students and student
expectations

Opportunities

« Regional role of universities
* |nternational role of universities

« Enhancing the student
experience

 Public benefits / MadeAtUni
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Brexit

| The voice of universities



Brexit priorities
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. Settled status arrangements for
EU staff

. Immigration system with
minimal barriers

. Erasmus +

. Horizon Europe

. Structural funding

. Recognition of qualifications

. No Deal planning

Universities UK
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Post-18 review of HE and
FE funding in England

The voice of universities
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Policy and political drivers for the review D,
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VM and efficiency: reducing the
average fee or greater differentiation?

‘Rebalancing’ funding towards further
education

Improving support for flexible learning
to meet skills needs

Addressing concerns about student
living costs




Our five key principles E
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1. All those qualified and who wish to enter higher education
should be able to do so under a system that is fair,
accessible and progressive.

2. The system should support national and local productivity
and economic growth by providing a sufficient supply of
higher-level skills.

3. The system should be stable and sustainable with the cost
shared between taxpayers and graduates.

4. Sufficient support should be provided to cover both living
and tuition costs.

5. The system should be easy to understand and transparent.
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Regulation and
student expectations

The voice of universities
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A LIRISTZE O Top 3 things students value from their university
AND MAINTAINING TRUST

WHAT STUDENTS WANT
FROM THEIR UNIVERSITY

* A service In return for tuition fees
* Personalised advice and support
\ * A collaborative relationship with

\ university staff p
% i Source: ComRes (2017) A




They said... E
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Regional role of
universities

| The voice of universities



Regional role of universities E
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1%

The proportion of 18-year-olds
from the most disadvantaged areas

TULC INDIICTDIAI CTDATCAV AND IINN/CEDCITICC

applying for higher education has
increased by 81% since 2006.

OPPORTUNITY
FOR EVERYONE
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International role of
AWVESHES
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Internationalisation of UK higher education g
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The UK is the second largest
destination for international students
in the world, with 458,490
international students

Almost 20% of students in the UK
are international

There are 707,915 students
undertaking UK transnational
education across the globe

30% of academic staff at UK
universities are international

54% of UK research publications
have an international co-author

17% of UK research funding comes
from overseas sources




Our global competitors

Canada:
Increasing Government
investment in marketing

Canadian higher
education. Possible target
to double student
numbers within a decade

USA:
Planned enhancement
to post-study work
options for STEM
graduates

Universities UK
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Germany:

"Strategy 2020" includes
plans to strengthen the profile
of German higher education
internationally, and to
increase international student
numbers to at least 350,000

Korea:
Target to double
student numbers to
200,000 by 2020
Malaysia:
New agency set up
to promote
Malaysian higher
education to help
meet target of
hosting 200,000
international
students by 2020

EU (excl. UK):

Considering proposals China:

to make the EU more Target to almost double
attractive by ) the number of

establishing common international students to

entitliements relating to \ 500,000 by 2020

visa processing times,

and on term-time and
post-study

employment

France: \
Post-study work ;

opportunities are Taiwan: / Japan:
expanding after an Target to more than Target to more than
double numbers to

unpopular measure that double student
F;mpposed stiff visa 130,000 by 2020 numbers to
restrictions was 300,000 by 2020

abandoned

Australia:

New post-study work
options introduced in
2013, enabling graduates
to remain working in the
country for between 2
and 4 years

New Zealand:
Government strategy to /
double the value of

education exports over
15 years
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Enhancing the
student experience

The voice of universities
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L1

J 1
AS AMUM WITH TWO DAUGHTERS,
! FULL-TIME STUDY WAS CHALLENGING
AT TIMES. | WANT TO SHOW THEM
THAT IF THEY WORK HARD ENOUGH,
THEY CAN DO ANYTHING THEY SET
THEIR HEART ON.

OPPORTUNITY
FOR EVERYONE

#YesUniCan ’Q

KATHRYN

University of
South Wales
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Improving public sentiment
and understanding

The voice of universities
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- “Graduates do not think their degrees
were worth the money...”

- “Undergraduates are discontented with
teaching...”

- “The public think universities are
extravagant and wasteful...”

- “Ethnic minorities feel excluded from
universities...”

. . K
Universities U 23



Public sentiment towards universities: pre and post information being shared

MET: Positive (7-10) MET: Meutral {48 = MET: Negative (0-3) Dion't know

f— 13pp —i

Qg ﬂ 6%

Sharing information drives positivity towards the sector
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The prism through which universities are seen
tends to be the undergraduate student experience

This means that postgraduate study or research is rarely front
of mind; however, when presented with information about
university research, the public are overwhelmingly positive

about it.




There is a real interest in universities’ role in their local
community, but this is the area of impact least understood or
recognised

Just 3 1% say that universities have a positive impact on their local community, while

40% feel that they are not informed to any extent about the impact of
universities on their local community
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Whilst not thought of spontaneously, research is seen as the single
biggest benefit of universities

Messages that are most effective in driving positivity towards
universities

Our universities lead the world in research,

such as breakthroughs in cancer and other
medical treatments, and improving everyday .

life through new digital technology

“Like the research - it's certainly a positive thing” Public

The UK has a shortage of engineers,
doctors and scientists; universities are 16%
essential in training these peaple

Our national economy is £73 billion better off
each year because of UK universities o

Showing top 3 responses, % selected (single answer option only)

workshop, London
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A lack of understanding of universities’ impact creates a risk that even the
most positive lack ammunition to advocate for the sector

O/I llov\"\

a l ﬁﬂ"“’ whafaoeS

w Feven do”. - L .

@ s ® Only a minority say they feel informed to a

great extent about what we do

Irtelevant” .~ —
= % Inthe workshops it was apparent that the
majority of people rarely think about
O""M“ed universities, largely finding the sector

irrelevant
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BUT there is a high level of nascent pride in the sector and belief that
we are amongst the best in the world

agree UK universities are globally

@ @ @ @ @ @ @ q 73% recognised for their outstanding

research

® ® ® ® ® ® O 0 agree UK universities have an

70 /0 important role to play in meeting the
challenges the UK faces
700/ agree UK universities are amongst
0 the best in the world

BritainThinks | Private and Confidential 10

Q3. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about UK universities? Base: All UK adults (n=2063)
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At an individual level, universities provide a space for young people
to make friends for life, have new experiences and to mature...

Messages that are most effective in driving positivity towards universities: ‘soft’ benefits - Whilst these messages
work well quantitatively,

Very positive Fairly positive Mot very positive Mot at all positive -

v P yP P = P qualitatively responses are
more mixed, with some
seeing them as ‘self
indulgent’

+ These can exacerbate
feelings of elitism,
4 particularly for low-income
2% 9% 2% T households, or first
- D - - -
Learning something you are Universities provide At university, you can make Universities help young people generation university
passionate about is one of opportunities for people to friendships for life to grow up and to become students
life's great joys: universities  learn throughout their lives independent, responsible
encourage and enable this for adults

their students

Implications for messaging: These messages should be secondary to communications about ‘harder’ benefits, or those which accrue to

people /| communities beyond individual students




MADEZUN!

THE 100+ WAYS
UNIVERSITIES

HAVE IMPROVED
EVERYDAY LIFE
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@MadeAtUn|

#MadeAtUni madeatuni.org.uk




GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART

The ultrasound scan

The design of the diagnostics obstetrics
ultrasound by the Glasgow School of Art has
been hugely significant..

UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND,
BRISTOL

Turning_ urine into electricity

The PEE POWER® system is turning urine into
electricity, with a huge positive global impact.

HERIOT-WATT UNIVERSITY

Revolutionising help for the
homeless

I-SPHERE uses research to drive change for
people affected by extreme disadvantage.

Universities UK
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prison record labels: the . . p ‘l
UK's research Telling vegans to eat cress, making

electricity from URINE and giving
robots to the elderly: Top UK university
breakthroughs of all time

+ It covers health, tech, family, environment, sport and culture and community

» The list celebrates research which has transformed people's everyday lives
+ Research from the University of the West of England (UWE) found a way to make
viable electricity from human urine

By JOE PINKSTOMNE FOR
PUBLISHED: 00:06, 6 [

THE IRISH NEWS |||“‘" - S e At Un

M ET Ro [l REIOBE ON SKY NEWS CATCH UP AND THE SKY NEWS APP FOR SKY Q MORE NEWS AND ANALYSIS ON THE SKY NEWS DAILY PC
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Pantridge makes 100

TV, safer scrums and the living wage ‘among top best breakthroughs list UK universities
university breakthroughs’ —— Wate"'l‘epe"ent Phones and celebrate best

The list, which was published by Universities UK (UUK), celebrates the discoveries which fl atsc reen TVS amon g top tec h
e < i o s . : Y breakthroughs
Forbes

OMLINE W

innovations from UK universities iy

i ‘ Jeff Parsons Thursday 6 Dec 2018 10:08 am University challenges Historic advances

w These Are The UK's Top

y  University of Chichester Rock star
drumr elpai

University Breakthroughs el i
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- ez wage ‘among top university -
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Cranfield University Nano membr
toilet (pictured




TheJournal ¥
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Adams
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Universities’

breakthroughs
are highlighted
KATIE DICKINSON /
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TIMES
HIGHER
EDUCATION

- Changl n‘ THE WEEK IN HIGHER EDUCATION ESSESNSES:

e o # The Brexit vote exposed
the fissure between graduates
and non-graduates as a key
political fault line. Understand-
able, then, that Universities UK
began a campaign to demon-
strate how universities improve
people’s lives on 6 December.
However, will a2 PR-led cam-
paign fronted by celebrities
bridge the divide? The Made
At Uni campaign kicked off with
a video featuring the actor
James Nesbitt, whose opening
claim was that “a UK university
was the first to set out the rules
of football®. Rather than this
being an act of proto-knowledge
transfer by the University of
Cambridge, undergraduates

S there made an early attempt to

codify a set of rules, though
they still allowed for the catch-
ing of the ball, as researchers of
early football have explained.

| But scholarly nitpicking should

not trouble universities when
they have PR points to score.

THE SCOTSMAN
Scots universities claim the honours with
breakthroughs like MRI and television

sanmoss

BEERADIO I
OXFORD

MadeAtUni.




AlzheimersResearchUK &
World Rugby @ Follow )~ e
@WorldRugby — ® 27 @UniversitiesUK institutions
»J 136 active research projects
@ Over £26m pounds

.@UniofBath rugby research in list of ‘most
significant’ university breakthroughs, helping Breakthroughs in medical science are
to make the game safer for players across the #madeatUni by our pioneering dementia

g|0be #MadeAtUni researchers!
-

bath.ac.uk/announcements/ ... '

University of Bath @ ¢

ﬂ VT, niofBath

i N d Today we join universities across the UK in celebrating the ways that

y. B B, universities have improved everyday life with @UniversitiesUK's

= g #MadeAtUni. See the 100 leading breakthroughs and find out more \
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Versus Arthritis @VersusArthritis - Dec 13
Did you see our post last week about our research making its way into the

‘s UK's 100 Best Breakthroughs? We're thrilled to see the STarTBack . . . L.
approach being recognised for helping millions defy chronic back pain. Read TeChnO|Ogy innovations by UK universities

more have been celebrated in a new list
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4 r

~

Follow v

News &

v sky Sky
[ r -
/‘ 5 ! Penicillin to MRI: British universities' greatest inventions

The transformational impact of the top technology innovations by UK universities
have been celebrated in a new list

—

.

Our research has been recognised for helping millions defy chronic ...

Pioneering research into back pain funded by Versus Arthritis, has been
named among the 100 best breakthroughs developed within a university.
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o Making itieidarme sateciotoves 9 nillon playeis Cultured robots and prison record labels: the UK's research breakthroughs Having supported Universities across the UK

#madeatuni

Find out why @UniversitiesUK has named @UniofBath's research into injury
prevention in rugby among the most significant university breakthroughs of the
year: bit.ly/2zMwTc8

@MadeAtUni
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lian.com/education/gall

) nn

over the past 10 years, it's great to see the
#MadeAtUni campaign up and running!
Santander Universities supports education,
employability and entrepreneurship through
84 partnerships and are truly inspired by the
amazing work they do.

& Santander

Universities
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» \Website: www.universitiesuk.ac.uk

» Find us on Twitter and Instagram: @UniversitiesUK,
@MadeAtUni,, @UUKI, @UUKevents

» Sign up to the Universities UK Bulletin

» Subscribe to our newsletters on:
Immigration news
Events
Mental health in higher education

Nicky Old: nicky.old@universitiesuk.ac.uk
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