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and assessment record
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Please attach the form to your candidate’s work and keep it at the centre or send it to the
moderator as required. The declarations should be completed as indicated.

Centre number Centre name

Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Work submitted for assessment must be the candidate’s own. If candidates copy work, allow
candidates to copy from them, or cheat in any other way, they may be disqualified.

Candidate declaration
Have you received help/information from anyone other than subject teacher(s) to produce this

work?

(M No [ Yes (give details below or on a separate sheet if necessary).

Please list below any books, leaflets or other materials (eg DVDs, software packages, internet
information) used to complete this work not acknowledged in the work itself. Presenting
materials copied from other sources without acknowledgement is regarded as deliberate

deception.

_ .
Click here to enter te L

From time to time we use anonymous examples of candidates’ work (in paper form and
electronically) within our guidance materials to illustrate particular points. if your work appears in
AQA materials in this context and you object to this, please contact us and we will remove it on

reasonable notice.

| have read and understood the above. | confirm | produced the attached work without
assistance other than that which is acceptable under the scheme of assessment.

Date gg!;h e'tC\qjter ?

Supervisor declaration

L

AQA Education (AQA) Is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in
England and Wales {number 3644723). Qur registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

| confirm the candidate’s work was conducted under the conditions laid out by the specification.
| have authenticated the candidate’s work and am satisfied, (to the best of my knowledge) that
the work produced is solely that of the candidate.

Click here to enter a

Date d#dee—S -S|
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Submission checklist

To be completed by the supervisor

Please note that all elements of the Project are compulsory. Failure to complete or submit an
element may result in a mark of zero being awarded.

Select/tick Items to be included Notes

1. A signed and completed Candidate  This document. All pages must be
A" record form, Production log and completed by the candidate, except for
Assessment record pages 3, 7, 8 and 14.

Eg photographs of artefact or
' ; production; a piece of creative writing
2. Evidence of the project outcome (artefact): research based written
report.
if the project outcome is an artefact or
a production, an accompanying
research based written report is
required. B
Presentation on the project process.
. . o Where the project outcome is a
4 ﬁgdpiggig oanplgzsentatlon iy presentation, a presentation on the
project process still has to be

completed.

A 3. Research based written report
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Candidate nhumber Candidate’s full name

Record of marks

To be completed by the supervisor
Marks must be awarded in accordance with the instructions and criteria in section 2.5.2 of the

specification.

Summary information to show how the marks have been awarded should be given in the
spaces below in addition to comments in other pages of this document and any supporting
information in the form of annotations on the candidate’s work.

Maximum Mark

Skill area = N AT Supervisor's supporting statement

This is a well-planned project, with specific
A01 Manage .resources'mentloned in the p_Ianmng_rewew. There

is clear evidence of progression within the log in

' terms of working towards the agreed objectives.

A broad range of sources have been evidenced

A02  Use 10 q throughout which has enabled to explore
resources ' : psychological aspects as well as theories such as

' the “Stockholm Syndrome”.
The project plan has been thoroughly implemented
with evidence of appropriate changes throughout.
A03 Develop Q Negative aspects of gender stereotyping as well as
and realise ’ - positives have been identified and discussed in
depth with reference to specific theories such as
the “Stockholm Syndrome”.
- The presentation was confident and clear.
- expanded in depth on the bullet points and
| explained in depth, her strengths and weaknesses
‘ of the project.

A04 Review 10 9

Total mark 50 45

- Concluding comments ;

' A thoroughly researched project which clearly shows consideration and evaluation of a broad |
range of sources. has gained further knowledge which has enabled her to expand her
skills and look at psychological aspects in terms of stereotyping. 's confidence has grown
throughout the project, leading to a successful final response.
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Outline details of taught skills (specification 2.3 the taught element of the Extended Project |

' Record here details of relevant skills taught in a class/group and details of relevant skills
' taught individually to this candidate as described in the specification. Continue on a separate

sheet if necessary.

- All students were allocated three hours per week on their timetables for the completion of their

extended projects. One of which was a lecture based session to deliver the taught skills,
which included:

Project management

Time management

Writing and structuring reports

Academic writing

Researching and evaluating sources
Preparing your presentation

Choosing and refining topic titles

Active Reading and note taking strategies
Avoiding plagiarism

Choosing an appropriate format for the products
Effective reflections

Referencing sources

A further two hour session was designed as an independent study workshop with support
from supervisors,

Supervisor declaration

I confirm that no work assessed for the award of the marks above is also to be submitted, or has

been submitted, for any other accredited qualification(s).
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Candidate

number Candidate’s full name

Contents

To be completed by the candidate

Extended P
title

roject working
_Children?

Planned form of project
% Either written report

O  or

Click here to enter text.

How do Gender Stereotypes in Disney Movies differ from their
Original Fairy Tales and are the Characters good Role Models for

and accompanying written report

This document consists of the pages listed below. Additional journal material, planning
evidence, research evidence, presentation evidence and review material may be added.

Page

Title

-8

Candidate declaration

Submission checklist and Record of marks

Contents

Record of initial planning

' Project proposal and approval (Parts A, B and

C)

Planning review

o
b
I

Date completed

3R/E hEje to enter a date.
5 HE

Click here to enter a date.

CliRihere @ engds date |

Clicg igre-toprtdid date.

Mid-project review

End-of-project review

Presentation record (Parts A and B)

Reflection

Gl np(@to gnter a date '
@g‘hpge\f@—f;@ date. |
Gk, M9re §Fenter a date.
z_lfg‘héze kBenter a date.

@Wk h&e i&anter a cla_te‘ |
aJigk 'h%re l&lenter a date. |

Is this extended project part of a group project?

v
O

No
Yes

If 'Yes’, give brief details Click here to enter text.
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

How do Gender Stereotypes in Disney Movies differ from their
Extended Project final title  Original Fairy Tales and are the Characters good Role Models for
Children?

7 of 29




Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Record of initial planning

To be completed by the candidate
This page records initial meeting(s) with your supervisor to agree your project proposal.

Your first idea for topic/title
Have the Representations of Women in Literature Changed Over Time?

Your first ideas for research and development of your project

When | was first introduced to the Extended Project Qualification, | knew that | wanted to do
my essay on English Literature as it is where my passion lies. | want to study Literature at
University so | knew this would be the perfect opportunity to show that | am able to do my own
research, showing that | will be capable of carrying out the necessary work needed for my
University degree.

Originally, | had planned to write my essay on how the representations of women in literature
have changed over time; | was going to do this by comparing a Victorian Era text to a modern
day text. | would analyse them both and see how different the female characters were in both
texts, after completing this analysis | would then look at the contextual factors that would
influence the change in representations, for example, the feminist movement. However, |
eventually decided to change my idea as it was too similar to what | was doing in English
Literature.

Once | changed my idea, | decided to do my essay on, ‘How do gender stereotypes in
children’s literature affect their identity?’ as | want to be an English Literature teacher at
secondary school and | thought that focusing my question on both Literature and children
would show my interest in that. However, | have since edited my gquestion as | thought that it
was too broad and have decided to narrow it down and focus solely on gender stereotypes in
fairy tales and how they influence the ideals of young girls.

In order to develop and expand upon my topic of choice | am going to first look at how children
develop and begin to learn about gender, to do this | am going to have to take a look at some

psychological theories and experiments to broaden my understanding. Once | have a good h

understanding of child development | will begin to look into what fairy tales ! will be analysing. |
will also carry out a range of questionnaires to gain my own research on the topic, some of my
questions will include ‘Were you read to when you were younger?’ and ‘What did you want to
be when you were younger?’, from that | will able to see if there is a correlation between girls
being read fairy tales and them wanting to be princesses when they grow up. In addition to that
| will create a table and for each fairy tale | look at | will write down how many good characters
there are and how many evil characters there are, once | have done that | will see how many of
those characters were male or female to see how this affects the way young girls treat their
peers. | will also be looking at other sources that may influence the ideals of young children;
some of these sources will include television programmes and movies.

After doing some research for my topic | discovered that children learn to read between the
ages 4-7 and begin to consolidate their gender identity between the ages 5-7, therefore | am
going to be focusing on the ages 4-7 but | may take a small lock at their earlier years and later

8 of 29
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

years just to solidify any points that | make.

For the title of my essay | have been looking at a few different ones to see which one will fit my
topic more, these are the ones | have been deliberating between: £o!
e How Far Do Gender Stereotypes in Fairy Tales Affect the Ideals of Young Girls? v
e What Implications Do Gender Stereotypes in Fairy Tales Have on the Ideals of Young
Girls?
« How Far Do Gender Stereotypes in Fairy Tales Impact the Ideals of Young Girls?
e What are the Benefits and Drawbacks of Gender Stereotypes in Fairy Tales?
¢ How Far Do Gender Stereotypes in Fairy Tales Influence the Ideals of Young Girls?

| eventually decided on the title, ‘How Far Do Gender Stereotypes in Fairy Tales Influence the
Ideals of Young Girls?’, as it fits the topic of my essay a lot better.

| have since changed my idea, as when | started to research which fairy tales to analyse |
discovered that there were very few ‘new’ versions yet a lot of the original fairy tales had a
Disney alternative which | decided would be a lot better to analyse. | decided this as | would be
able to compare them but also look at why Disney has changed them and for what purpose, |
will also be able to bring in context as | can look at what time the movie was made and what
ideals society held. Furthermore, | will still be able to look at gender roles and the influence of
these on the ideals of young girls as at the time that most of the Disney movies | will be looking
at were produced, women were seen as being inferior to men and | can see if this is mirrored
in the movies. Due to my slight topic shift | have had to look at different titles and so far these
are the ones | have come up with: £0 \
o How Do Gender Stereotypes in Disney Movies Differ from the Original Stories and How
Do They Influence the Ideals of Young Girls?
e How Do Disney's Interpretations of the Original Stories Affect the Ideals of Young Girls?
» How Far Do Gender Stereotypes in Disney Movies differ from the Original Stories?
e What Implications do the Disney Alternatives of the Original Fairy tales have on the
|deals of Young Girls?
Your supervisor's main comments and advice
e | was advised to talk to both a Psychology teacher and Literature teacher in order to
expand my understanding of my chosen topic.
¢ | was also told to narrow down the number of fairy tales | was using.



Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Changes, clarifications or additions you have made as a result of your discussion with your
supervisor

One of the changes that | have made to my plan is that | am going to limit the number of fairy
tales | will be looking at. The fairy tales | have decided on are Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty and
The Little Mermaid as these are all at least 20 years apart which will allow me to look at how
different the adaptations are and whether or not they show how gender stereotypes have _!f'v
changed over time. | will also be able to look at why they have changed over time by bringing

in things like the feminist movement.

| have spoken to a psychology teacher and they have provided me with some information on
child development as | will be able to bring in at what age children begin to develop their
gender identity and whether or not the Disney movies would help to shape that. Furthermore,
talking to my literature helped me narrow down my fairy tales.

Date 09 §eptember 2014
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Candidate number

Candidate’s full name

Project proposal part A

To be completed by the candidate

| Title of the Extended Project.
Present the topic to be researched in the form of a short statement/question/hypothesis with

clear focus.

How do Gender Stereotypes in Disney Movies differ from their Original Fairy Tales and are

the Characters good Role Models for Children?

Provide a brief outline, based upon page 5 of this document, of

 the topic researched or activity/task to be carried out and sources to be consulted \

| am going to be researching how children develop a sense of identity, to do this | am going to j

be looking at a number of sources, including websites and books. | will also need to look at

my fairy tales to analyse how the different genders are represented and to see whether or not '
' they are stereotypical. | will also have to look at the Disney versions of the fairy tales to see

how different they are from the originals and why these changes have been made.

» the courses of study or area(s) of personal interest to which the topic relates

| have chosen this topic as it allows me to write an essay on a subject which | love, English
Literature. It also allows me to show that | am focused on where | want to be in the future as |

would like to be a teacher and by focusing my topic on how children develop their ideals it

means | will have a better understanding of them.

e your proposed action

Research when children start to gain their gender identity. Analyse the fairy tales | have
chosen and their Disney counterparts. | will also carry out some questionnaires to find out

whether or not people watched Disney movies when they were younger and if they were the
ones that | am looking at. In addition to that | will create a table and for each fairy tale | look at

| will write down how many good characters there are and how many evil characters there

are, once | have done that | will see how many of those characters were male or female to
see how this affects the way young girls treat their peers.

Provide details of the courses that you are currently studying

‘Qualification type

Apprenticeship, BTEC

A_Leve—l

A Level

A Level

Click to enter text.
Click to enter text.

Subject

eg A-level, VRQ, Modern |eg Mathematics, English, Leisure

& Tourism, Spanish, ICT

English Literature
English Language
Flis?er

Click to enter text.
Click to enter text.

Qualification type
'Click_to enter text.
Click to enter text.
Click to enter text.
Click to enter text.
Click to enter text.

Cli(::k to enter text.

Subject
Click to_erwt_er text.
Click to enter text.
Click to enter text.

- Click to enter text

Qlick to enteritext

Glick to enter text.

11 of 29




Candidate number Candidate’s full name

‘i Slick to enter text. [Click to enter text. _
Notice to candidate You must not take part in any unfair practice in the preparation of .
project work required for assessment and you must understand that to present material
copied directly from book or any other sources without acknowledgement will be regarded as
deliberate deception. If you use or attempt to use any unfair practice you will be reported to
AQA and you may be disqualified from all subjects.

Candidate declaration

| certify that | have read and understood AQA’s Regulations relating to unfair practice as set out
in the notice to candidates above.

Date 28 September 2014
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Project proposal part B

To be completed by the supervisor

Please comment below on the validity and feasibility of the proposal (project proposal Part A) as

an Extended Project (specification

Comment on the clarity and focus
of the title chosen

Indicate the relation to, and
development/extension outside
of, the main course(s) of study or
interest (specification 1.2)

Comment on the suitability of the
proposed initial sources and
research base

Confirm that the project is feasible Th

in the proposed timescale and/or
indicate any potential difficulties

Outline the scope to produce a
project that meets the
assessment objectives
(specification 2.5.3)

iIndica’ce proposed form and date
of the presentation

2.4)

Supervisor's comments

's topic area is clear and focused which should
enable her to draw a strong conclusion from her research,
though this needs to be more expansive. She has clearly
identified how the topic is of interest to her in the proposal.
The focus of research could be further refined in order to
be selective of specific Fairy Tales to compare and
contrast.

The chosen topic evolved from 's current area of
study and interest, but this topic area however, is not
addressed in her A Level study so this clearly extends
beyond the specification and avoids dual accreditation.

has made a good start to her research and has
considered a broad range of resources, including books,
internet and some primary sources. This will enable her to
gain a wider understanding of the subject. She might like to
consider the use of further primary sources which should
provide her with different viewpoints in order to explore the

The scope of the project should enabie to meet all of
the assessment objectives, though further research is
needed to ensure AO2 is fully met.
AO1; Suitable topic area identified and planned with clear
aims and objectives for the project. The project plan is
detailed with evidence of organisational skills in terms of
time management.
AQ2: A clear focus on secondary research is excellent,
' though she does need more primary sources to establish
- current viewpoints.
AQ3: She has evidenced decision making in her initial
planning pages, with some evaluation on advice taken.

is planning to present her project using PowerPoint,
and this will be delivered March 2015.

Indicate the expected format of the project product that will be submitted for assessment

13 of 30




Candidate number

Long written report
[0 Live performance (for example music, drama, theatre, substantial presentation) plus

written report

[0 Electronic format (for example CD, video, computer presentation) plus written report
[1 Artefact (for example in design & technology, art & design) plus written report

Is the project a contribution to a group exercise? If Yes, confirm that there is a defined
individual contribution by the candidate (specification 2.5.1 Group Work) ] YES

Candidate’s full name

and list other group members below.

Candidate No.
Candidate No.
Candidate No.
Candidate No.

Candidate No.

Click.

Click

Click.
Click.
Click.

Candidate Name Click here to enter text.
Candidate Name Click here to enter text.
Candidate Name Click here to enter text.
Candidate Name Click here tc enter text.

Candidate Name Click here to enter text.

B NO

Date  datgg —<- Ly |
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Project approval part C

Supervisor's full name

To be completed by the centre coordinator
Comment below on the feasibility and acceptability of the proposal (project proposal parts A &
B) as an extended project (specification 1.4}

Centre coordinator's comments
Click here to enter text.

TS 1S an UAXC - < g [_/a;i.'ﬁzg*rr’ 1C arer  and
L OMaA o fovue a CQU,..PW
omaolynS - The A doet $Sewn o uttle
braod amd 08 «ugge (v.ed by el
U pef NEBC | B Cold  Seletc waore

" ek |
gpecifc fuin tatee . fi good Lt
g loane han e deudfied 0ud
N Suadd keome nove Specfc ap
Twe p\,gjéc,t progred s -

MApproved [] Approved subject to the implementation of [] Resubmission
the centre coordinator's recommendations required

Centre coordinator’s full name

o S
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Planning review

To be completed by the candidate
This page records your outline plan at the start of your work.

QOutline the next steps in your planned research/initial development

| believe that two things are vital to delivering a good piece of work; research and time
management. Therefore | will be planning out what secondary and primary sources | will be
using as | believe that it is a good idea to have both in order to strengthen my analysis.

Secondary Sources

Once | had decided which fairy tales | would be analysing, | found the original stories and
printed them out so that | could do a more in depth analysis of each one. | spent 2 minimum of
4 hours on each fairy tale in order to make sure that | had done as much as | was able, whilst
analysing my fairy tale | used a range of resources to further my examination of the fairy tales. |
Some of the websites | used were:

* http//www.andersen.sdu.dk/forskning/konference/resume_e.htmi?id=9708 1,7

s hitp.//www.shmoop.com/hans-christian-andersen/ittle-mermaid.htmi

s http.//storytellermisunderstood.blogspot.co.uk/2008/05/hans-christian-andersen-and-
feminist.html

Once | had analysed the fairy tales, | then moved onto the Disney alternative of each tale. |
watched each film twice to make sure | hadn't missed anything out, writing down my findings
and any quotes | thought would be useful. After this, | decided to look at various books on |«
Disney to see what | could find. During my research | found many interesting things that | *
hadn't originally thought of, meaning that | was able to expand upon my understanding of the
movie/fairy tale. Some of the books | looked at included:

o The Gendered World of Disney - Beth Wiersma

e From Mouse to Mermaid. The Politics of Film, Gender and Culture — Elizabeth Bell,
Lynda Haas, Laura Sells

» The Evolution of Snow White — John Hanson Saunders

o fFairy Tales and Feminism. New Approaches ~ Donald Haase

o Waking Sleeping Beauty. Feminist Voices in Children’s Novels — Roberta S. Trites

Whilst looking through these sources | decided to open up a new word document, therefore, P‘U\‘
when | came across anything useful, | could take down the information for the citation and then

the quote. | sorted all of the different quotes onto different pages, allocating a different fairy tale

to a different page so that | could keep it more organised. | did this because it will mean that
when | am writing my essay, | won't have to go searching for a quote, | will already have
plenty. The quotes will also help me to structure my essay as it means that | can figure out
which points | would like to make for each fairy tale, they have also helped to give me a few
more ideas of things to write about.

16 of 29



Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Primary Resources
Ancther way in which | have prepared to write my essay is by finding my own primary

resources. One of the ways in which | have done this is by creating questionnaire’s for people p\p{
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

to fill out, as then | can use my own findings to support the points | make. Some of the
questions | have included are: A
« Do you think the characters in Disney films portray stereotypical gender roles?

Which | then followed up with the open ended question, explain your answer, as this allows me
to find out what casual viewers of the movies think of them, therefore meaning | can explain
why the gender roles in Disney movies are so effective and why they may be so influential.

e Do you think the characters in Disney movies are good role models for young children?
Again | have followed this up with another open ended question as this allows me to
understand what people think of the characters within Disney movies, meaning that | will be
able to use this in my essay and that | will also be able to explore some of the points made.

Creating my own primary source really helped me to expand upon my understanding, as | was
able to see how real people were affected by the gender stereotypes within the movie. It also
allowed me to gain a new perspective as | could look at other people’s views on Disney movies
as some people didn't think there were any stereotypes, which meant | was able to examine
why they may not think this.

| asked a range of people, however | kept them within the 16-18 range and picked them out at
random whilst at college in order to keep my findings fair.

Time Management

In order to make sure that | complete my essay within the time allowed | have decided to
allocate certain times during the week to solely focusing on it.

Monday: 11:30am -12:30pm

Tuesday: 11:30am - 12:30pm, 1:35pm-2:35pm
Wednesday: 1:35pm — 3:30pm

Saturday: 5pm-6pm

Sunday: 12pm — 3pm
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

This means that | have 9 hours a week allocated to the Extended Project Qualification,
meaning that | should have plenty of time to do additional research and to write my essay.

Your supervisor's main comments and advice

¢ Use a wider range of sources.
¢ Go back and analyse the fairy tales once you have looked at the movie alternative.

Changes, clarifications or additions you have made as a result of your discussion with your
supervisor and/or the comments from your centre coordinator

When | went back to analyse the fairy tales | found that | was able to pick out more points and
was able to focus more solely on certain things. By going back and taking a look after | had
analysed the movie | knew what points | wanted to make and therefore this allowed me to b
develop them further as | was able to pick out things that linked to my points which | may not
have been able to do before.

After receiving advise on using a wider range of sources | began to look at journals as well as |
this allowed me to look at ideas from the professional’s as the journals were from people who A
had studied the are extensively. This allowed me to develop my own understanding of the topic
and thus helped me to expand upon my points.

Date 22 October 2014
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Mid-project review

To be completed by the candidate
This page records your outline plan about half-way through your work.

Qutline the successes, faliures, additions and/or changes you made as you followed your plan
at the start of the project

Successes

e By doing all of my annotations and research before | started writing my essay it meant
that | already knew which points | wanted to make and therefore allowed me to structure P(G\
my essay around them. It made my essay more cohesive and meant that there wasn't as
much rambling as | was able to be more decisive with what | as saying.

» Researching critical texts assisted in providing me with an academic basis in which to
develop and create my investigative essay. The critical analysis, from experts in the field
of gender stereotypes and identity, gave me an awareness of interesting and alternative
perspectives | could induce throughout my essay. Their critical elements equipped me
with gender specific knowledge essential for completing my essay with high academic
quality.

o Creating my own primary sources enabled me to expand upon my points and give
reliable statistics to back up what | was saying in my essay, thus making my analysis
more thorough.

o The assigned time management helped me to gain an in depth and efficient analysis of
each fairy tale. As previously mentioned | decided to dedicate four hours to each fairy tail
in order to gain an insightful academic understanding of each text. This assigned amount
of time proved sufficient and efficient. Further, | watched each Disney version of said fairy
tale twice, thus providing me again with a deep analysis and understanding.

o Keeping a constant track will prove beneficial in the long term as it will allow me to
commence both accurate and efficient referencing as i write my essay.

o The personally designed questionnaires proved a success. College provided the perfect
environment to gain a wide spectrum of results whilst still providing me with the predicted
gender correlation | hypothesised.

Failures

o |did not handle my time management as well as | had originally hoped. Although | did
complete the 4 hours dedicated to each fairy tale | did so with difficulty. Due to college
work and assignment | found that each set of 4 hours would be interrupted. This
interruption usually caused academic disruption with regards to my in depth analysis of
each text.

» Certain sources that | encountered eluded bias. In order to provide an unbiased and
therefore more reliable essay | had to revisit and apply the knowledge of texts with
caution.

o Perhaps | could have induced more views from expert in the fields. i.e Instead of just
interviewing a psychology teacher | could have also interviewed a sociology teacher. |
believe their expert views would have provided me with more accurate research to base
my essay upon
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Candidate number Candidate’s full name

Additions
¢ | decided to take into account further contextual information as to when each fairy tale
was written.

Outline your planned steps to complete your project R
[ intend to continue to write with a high academic standard, ensuring | include the opinion of Al
critics and experts in the fields. | intend to calculate and utilize the results from my selfdesigned
surveys and include the results within my essay. Further, | intend to assign strict time allocations
dedicated to the writing and thus completion of this project. | understand time management is
essential to the completion of this project. | shall also ensure that | induce a wide range of
research sources.

Your supervisor's main comments and advice at this stage
* Add a psychological reading.
* Refiect upon the reliability of my sources.
« Add why you have chosen these stories in particular to my introduction.
¢ Reference more critics throughout work in order to provide evidence and validity to my
gender specific arguments.

Changes, clarifications or additions you have made as a result of your discussion with your
supervisor at this stage
In order to add a psychological reading to my essay | decided to do more research on gender

stereotypes and how they affect children, | also looked at how gender stereotyping can affect
young children. | discovered many interesting things during my research and decided that it MO =
would be easier to do a paragraph under my introduction explaining how gender stereotypes

can affect children and how they are negative. This allowed me to introduce the idea of gender
stereotypes to my audience before | moved onto the main part of my essay, meaning that they
would have a good understanding of stereotypes before they read on.

When exploring the idea of rape culture | found it difficult to find sources and therefore had to
use Wikipedia. | understand that this is not a reliable source due to the nature of the website as
anyone is allowed to change the information there, meaning that it may not be true. However, |
had prior knowledge of rape culture and was using my research to expand upon what | already
knew. Therefore | knew that the information | was using was correct and reliable.

| chose the three stories specifically as their Disney counterparts were all at least 20 years apart
which meant that, if the gender stereotypes had changed, that | would be able to examine why
they had changed. It gave me an opportunity to look at society and to see what cultural changes
may have explained the change in stereotypes; for example, the feminist movement played a
huge role. | added a few sentences to my introduction explaining this as they played a part in
my analysis and therefore my choices in Disney movies/fairy tales were important.
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End of project review

To be completed by the candidate
This page records the (near) completion of your project product.

QOutline the successes, failures, additions and/or changes you made as you followed the plan in
your mid-project review
Successes

Despite mock exams emerging, | found it much easier to stick to my time management
plan as we had a week off which enabled me to spend more time focusing on my essay
and allowed me to do extra research.

This extra research gave me an opportunity to research ideas that | had not previously
thought of. For example, whilst re-watching Sleeping Beauty | realised that Aurora and
the Prince were in an arranged marriage, | then decided to do some research into the
negative effects of arranged marriages and discovered many useful things that | could
put into my essay.

The personally designed interviews proved with a psychology and sociology teacher
proved a success. Their opinions provided me with interesting perspectives which helped
largely shape and develop my academic arguments.

| also decided tc do some research into the importance of spinning wheels in fairy tales
as they commonly used as dramatic devices in fairy tales and | wanted to find out what
the significance of them was. This led me to the idea of the three fates from Greek
Mythology as they would cut a string when it was someone’s time to move on to the
underworld which | then linked to how in Sleeping Beauty the spinning wheel caused her
own faux death.

By having extra time | was able to go back and look at my essay and was able to expand
upon my analysis and could even add in some critic’s comments and pieces of critical
analysis, which enabled me to strengthen my points.

| also looked at a wider range of resources in my research, which not only added validity
to my work but also provided a more diverse basis in which to base my academic
arguments, judgements and analysis on.

| continued on to look at critical analyses, from experts in the field of gender stereotypes
and identity, gave me an awareness of interesting and alternative perspectives | could
further induce throughout my essay. Their critical elements equipped me with gender
specific knowledge essential for completing my essay with high academic quality.
Creating my own primary sources enabled me to expand upon my points and give
reliable statistics to back up what | was saying in my essay, thus making my analysis
more thorough.

After completing my analysis of Tangled | was able to go back and decided to do more
research so that | could expand upon my point about Stockholm Syndrome as this was a
strong theme within both the fairy tale and movie. By doing extra research | was able to
develop my point further and do a more extensive psychoanalytical analysis of the

Keeping a constant track of references proved most as it allowed me to commence both
accurate and efficient referencing as wrote and completed my essay.
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Weaknesses

« | struggled with staying under the word count as my topic was something that really
interested me and therefore | did a vast amount of research on it. | ended up having to go
back and re-word things and remove things, however | worried that this would affect the
cohesion of things so | spent a lot of time on it.

s | found it difficult to write a conclusion despite knowing what decision | had come to.
Were | to do this again | would have allowed myself more time at the end so that | could
have spent more time writing my conclusion and making sure that | was happy with it.

o Perhaps my interviews could have been better planned. My questions were some what
broad and could have been more specific and relevant to the title of my essay.

Changes/Additions
» | decided to change all spelling errors within my work.
« | also decided to change my referencing to a different style that | personally understood
better.
o | decided to have my peers read my work for their criticism. From their criticism | made
additional changes for the best results possible.

Outline any additional advice or comment that you received from your supervisor during this
final stage

e Check grammar and spelling.
e Make sure to explain the theories used so that they are not too complicated to
understand.

Changes, clarifications or additions you made as a result of discussion with your supervisor in
this final stage

Once | had completed my essay | went back through and made sure that everything made
sense and that | had not made any spelling mistakes. Furthermore, | also checked that | had
referenced everything | had used and that | had referenced it correctly as | had a few problems
at the start with practicing and had therefore decided to look for some help on it. | have also
decided to solidify my conclusion so the reader can best understand my arguments and overall
judgements regarding the influence of Disney movies regarding the role models of children.

Date 19 February 2015
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Summary

To be completed by the candidate
This page records the nature of your project product (abstract).

Outline (50 — 150 words) the nature of your final product, its main content and your conclusion

My final product is an essay that focuses on how Disney has adapted the original fairy tales and
have made them child friendly. | have looked at Sleeping Beauty, The Little Mermaid and
Tangled. Whilst comparing the original fairy tale to the Disney alternative | also examined the
gender stereotypes and looked at whether or not Disney had kept them the same. | found that
the earlier movies stuck true to the stereotypes but made the fairy tales more age appropriate,
yet the later movie, Tangled, pushed the boundaries with its heroine and made her a hero within
herself who was more focused on finding her dream than finding a prince.
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Presentation record part A

To be completed by the candidate
This page records your presentation and its preparation.

Planned nature of your presentation (e.g. timing, audience, use of visual aids, slides, use of
notes, etc.)

| believe that my presentation will take up to 15 minutes. | have split my timing up so that slides
that | have more to say about get more time spent on them. For example, the ‘What | Learned’ ¥
and 'Process’ pages have been allocated more time, as | believe they are the most important.

| have bullet pointed brief points on my slides so that | can expand upon them, this also means
that | will not be reading from the slide and will be able to look at the audience, making it more
interactive. | will also be using prompt cards to make sure that | say everything that | want to
and do not miss anything out. In order to keep my slides uncluttered | will be putting extra
information onto my prompt cards, for example, key facts and titles. | feel it is important to use
prompt cards as | may forget certain things whilst doing my presentation and the use of prompt
cards will allow me to keep track of what | am saying.

However, | have kept the information on my prompt cards brief and will only be using three as |
do not want to rely on them. | was worried that if | put lots of information onto them than | would
just read off them instead of engaging with the audience and making eye contact.

Although ! have brief points listed on my slides, | do not have any pictures or videos as | aim to
use my vocal skills in order to explain my project, instead of relying on visual aids. This means
that | will have to use my voice to the best of my ability and will need to make sure that | can still
manage to make it entertaining.

Briefly list the main content of your presentation

¢ What| Did
o In this slide | will be briefly giving an overview of what my essay was about and |
why | chose to focus on that topic. This gives the audience an understanding of
what | will be talking about and why | decided to look at Disney and the original
fairy tales.
¢ What ! Learned
o Here | explained my conclusion and what | had discovered about Disney and
gender stereotypes. | was able to discuss Stockholm Syndrome and what | had
found out about Spinning Wheels. This allowed me to explain the importance of
research to my peers as it allowed me to further my own piece of work.
e Process
o |discussed how at first | had a completely different idea but what had led to me
settling on my final idea and why | had changed it. | also explained what | did first
and how | set out my research, showing how by doing plenty of research at the
beginning it sped up the process later on as | already knew what | wanted to talk
about. | also included the importance of doing your own primary research.
¢ Self Reflection
o Here | discussed my strengths and weaknesses, | also included what advice |
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would give to other potential students who were going to do the Extended Project
Qualification. | also spoke about the importance of the subject as it allowed me to
focus on my research skills and allowed me to write in an academic manner.

Changes, clarifications or additions you made as a result of rehearsal and/or discussion with
your supervisor

| will speak slower and make sure that everything | say is understood clearly by my audience
instead of rushing through it. | will also make sure that | explain my points clearly and precisely.

Furthermore, | decided to include screenshots from the Disney movies in order to back up my
points as this meant that | was able to use them to my advantage and could use them to
demonstrate what | was saying. | decided to add a separate slide after my ‘What | Learned’
slide, and placed the screenshots onto the empty slide. | placed it there because it meant that |
could expand upon my ‘What | Learned’ point through the use of screenshots.

For instance, | included a screenshot from Tangled when Rapunzel dips the love interest to
show how gender stereotypes have changed. | also included a screenshot from Sleeping
Beauty from when Aurora and the Prince first meet in the woods and he won't stop grabbing her
hands. | feel like doing this was important as | could use them to engage my audience and it
meant that they could actually see what | was talking about instead of trying to describe it
myself to people who may have never seen the movie.
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Presentation record part B

To be completed by the supervisor
Record and comment below on the
presentation)

I

delivery of the presentation (specification 2.5.1

Supervisor's record/comments

The nature of the audiencé
(include numbers of staff,
students and others present)

'The nature of the presentation
(include use of notes, use of
display items, and use of
presentation software)

One member of staff (supervisor) and 3 students

A PowerPoint with additional notes were used as an aid,
however these was rarely referred to as had
excellent knowledge of the topic and an extremely
confident approach when presenting. Slides were used to
present background detail. These included relevant
imagery.

.Comment on the content and
delivery of the presentation

| delivery was fluent and used appropriate specialist

The presentation lasted for 15 minutes. introduced

the theme by outlining her own interests and issues

relating to Disney and gender stereotypes. In particular, '
she focussed on The Little Mermaid, Tangled and Sleeping
Beauty, highlighting the main differences between negative

| aspects and the impact of the feminist movement.

|
also discussed her findings from her questionnaire in order
to exam different perceptions of the Fairy Tales. The ‘

vocabulary throughout.

Comment on the response of the |
candidate to questions that
demonstrated understanding and |
grasp of the project and/or its
production (give examples where
!appropriate).

|
|
has completed extensive research and produced a |
very well documented essay on gender stereotypes within
Disney Movies.
At the end of the presentation answered five minutes
of questions about her project and the process with great
confidence, expanding on specific theories such as the
Stockholm Syndrome.
Question — From the results of your questionnaire, was
there anything that surprised you?
Answer- | found it surprising that many people hadn't
noticed the gender stereotypes which really opened my
eyes and also the fact that stereotyping can affect
progress. |
Q - Have your own views changed since completing the |
project?
A- My perceptions of Fairy Tales have changed since | first
watched them as a child as you don’t tend to question
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things when you are young and very naive. | have found
that as | have matured and gained new experiences,

gender stereotyping is more evident and is questioned |
more in today's society.

' Q- Do you prefer the traditional Fairy Tales or the Modern

| versions?

‘ A — Modern versions as the values are clearer and more
representative of society today. They also focus more on
moral values and diversity.

Q — What advice would you give to someone undertaking
an EPQ project?

A — | would suggest that they start planning earlier on and
select a variety of sources. Setting personal deadlines
would ensure that there is enough time to explore a range
of theories. It is also important to choose a topic of interest
and plan to spend enough time completing the log book in
depth.

Outline the nature of any An interesting presentation which used the aid of visuals to
additional presentation evidence | iilustrate key points. The presentation included slides and
that the candidate might add (e.g. speaker notes which were rarely refereed to.

speaker notes, handouts,

presentation slides, recording).
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Reflection

To be completed by the candidate
This page records your own evaluation when you have completed your project product and

given your presentation.

Briefly summarise your main learning from completing this project. You might include new
knowledge or expertise that you enjoy or find valuable, a consideration of your planning and
organisation, changes you would make if you undertook such work again, advice you would
give to others undertaking such a project.

If | were to do this again | would start much earlier than 1 originally did and | would do more
research. | gained a lot of new researching skills that will be useful for University as it means
that | will be able to find information more efficiently and won’t waste a lot of time looking for
something. This project has also made me less worried about writing long essays in the future
as | struggled to stay under my word limit and could easily have written another 5,000 words
had | needed to. | can also reference more effectively and can explain my points more
concisely.

Advice | would give to people undertaking this project would be to pick a topic they are
interested in as | chose a topic | enjoyed researching and therefore was able to reach and
surpass the word count, however had | picked something | was not as interested in than | may
have struggled. | would also tell them about the importance of research as it helps to expand
upon points and gives you ideas about things you may not have thought of otherwise.
Furthermore, | would also tell them that time management is extremely important and that the
earlier they start the better.

To see how we comply with the Data Protection Act 1998 please see our Privacy Statement at
aqga.org.uk/privacy
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Word Count: 5485

How do Gender Stereotypes in Disney Movies differ from their Original Fairy Tales and
are the Characters good Role Models for Children?

Since the release of Disney’s first movie, Snow White and the Seven Dwarves in 1937, the company has
grossed over $36,747,514,655 (Boxofficemajo, 2013) in total. They are seen as one of the most influential
forms of entertainment for our generation, with Bettelheim (7976) stating that ‘fairytales have great
psychological meaning for children of all ages, both boys and girls’, however, how good is the message
they send to young children. T am going to be tooking at The Little Mermaid, Sleeping Beauty and
Tangled, and comparing them to the original fairytale, allowing me to examine if Disney has changed or
altered the gender roles presented in their movies. | will be looking at the differences between the
genders, and how the villains are represented. | will also be examining how the heroine of the story is
represented, and looking at whether or not they actually rescue themselves. | have chosen these three
fairytales as the Disney alternatives are all 20 years apart, allowing me to examine what factors within
society may have affected the representations of gender inside of the movies.

‘As early as age 2% children have learned basic stereotypes about the sexes’ (Martin, 2006) and
according to my own research many parents begin to show their children movies between 1%z and 2 years
old, meaning that Disney movies could influence the stereotypes that children believe they must conform
to. 96% (McLoughiin, 2014) of people I asked said that they watched Disney movies when they were
younger, showing the influence that the company has on society today. However, it is not just due to
Disney, on TV, ‘male cartoon characters outnumber females almost four to one.” {dshford, 2001) and
within these representations, ‘male characters are often portrayed as powerful, strong and smart, whilst
the female characters are often portrayed as damsels in distress.” (dshford, 2001) Therefore it is not
surprising that ‘in one study, 3 to § year old children were asked who was smart, and most pointed to the
baby that was labeled the ‘boy’’. (Ashford, 2001) Gender stercotypes affect how children behave and can
impact their future, one study ‘found that Asian-American girls who were subtly reminded of their gender
identity before a math test preformed worse than children who were reminded of either their ethnic
identity or no identity’ (Miller, 2008), exhibiting the importance of gender stereotypes and suggesting that
they can hinder children in their learning.

Walt Disney admitied that since the beginning of Disney, *he soughtl out simple stories and simplified
them Further to create "nice” children's films. " (Hastings, 1993) One example being Slceping Beauty. the
original tale is believed to have originated with the author Giambatista Basile (2006), in his story, ‘Sun,
Moon and Talia’. In both the movie and fairy tale, the young girl’s slumber is caused by a spinning
wheel. Spinning wheels are a very common dramatic device within fairy tales, and although ‘spinning
presented itself as a powerful image, because it could symbolise female powers of creation and
reproduction’ (Schacker, 2003) it was still ‘a quintessentially female activity’ (Tatar, 1987}, meaning it
still put women in a stereotypical role. The spinning wheel can be linked to the Greeks, as the three Fates
‘turned spinning into a metaphor for human destiny’ (Haase, 2008), representing life and death.
Therefore, this could be where the idea of the spinning wheel causing death could have originated and
due to the spinning wheel being a stereotypical device; it could show that femininity is their downfall due

to the patriarchal nature of society.

One of the main differences between movie and story is the representation of the prince. In both, the
prince happens across the girl whilst out in the woods. However, in the story the girl is already in her
deep sleep when the prince meets her and once he finds her he *makes love to her’ as he is unable to ‘help
desiring her’, creating the impression of victim blaming, a term coined in the 1970’s by 2" wave
feminists, and adding to the idea of rape culture, ‘a concept that examines a culture in which rape is
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pervasive and normalized due to societal attitudes about gender and sexuality.” (Wikipedia, 2014) The
author attempts to blame Talia, describing her as being ‘incredibly lovely’ and ‘an enchanting girl’,
possibly indicating that he was under a spell and that it would be impossible for him to resist her. This
encounter is made more sinister as we are previously told that Talia ‘dropped down dead’ and despite the
king trying to ‘wake her’ he is unable to, possibly suggesting necrophilia and showing just how strong the
king’s desires were as he did not care if Talia was dead or alive. The author romanticizes the rape by
using ‘gathered her in his arms’ and ‘made love to her’, trying to make it more affectionate than it
actually is, again linking to rape culture as Basile has normalised it. Fairytales typically have a moral so
that young children learn something, therefore, this could be a warning to young women that men will

steal their innocence and then leave them, so hence why they must wait until marriage, as was typical of

the time. A female’s virginity was viewed highly and, as Bancroft (7989) explains, ‘the importance of the
virginity of women at marriage has been linked to the property rights of men over women.” therefore, the
young girl in the story would most likely have been shamed by her community had they found out about
what had happened. This also links to the idea that it is all right for men to have as much sex as they want,
as society does not apply the same rules to them, therefore the prince would have received no backlash.

In the movie, the first true impression the audience gets of Aurora is extremely stereotypical. She has
been sent into the woods to collect berries, is surrounded by animals and she is singing, automatically
creating the ideal women who is overtly feminine. However, when we meet the prince in the movie,
Aurora is still a newborn and the narrator tells the audience that Prince Philip has been chosen to marry
Aurora, despite her having no say in it therefore treating her like a possession. Although arranged
marriages were typical of society at the time in which the movie was set, that does not mean Disney had
to include it as it does not send a good message to young girls who are easily influenced. ‘Forced
marriages fit the core definition of domestic violence, as many of those forced into marriage are children’
(Honte Affairs Committee, 2009) and it takes away their free will as they are having choices forced upon
them, furthermore, in some cultures this still happens and the movie is portraying it in a good light as it is
romanticising the issue, meaning that young girls who may be trapped in this circumstance will not find
an issue with it or will go along with it as they believe they have too, not knowing that they have another
choice. The idea of the princess being a possession can also be seen in the original story, as Talia is
shown as having very few emotions and her life revolves around the prince. To continue, before the
Prince meets Aurora in the movie, he listens to her singing and when they finally meet it is because he
joined in with her dancing without letting her know that he was there, despite her being alone in the
woods and his appearance possibly scaring her. Furthermore, when she realises and tries to move away
from him he continues to keep grabbing her hand, keeping her in place despite it being obvious that she
does not want him to touch her. He then claims that he is not a stranger because they met in a ‘dream’ in
an attempt to get her to trust him and she does, even going as far as to tell him where she lives,
completely contradicting what parents tell their children from birth, ‘don’t talk to strangers’, therefore not
presenting a good image to young children.

In the story, after the prince leaves, Talia becomes pregnant with his twins and when she eventually
wakes, she does not panic as would be expected of someone in her situation ‘but embraced them with
love’, possible suggesting the importance of a maternal instinct and motherhood. The prince then ‘at last
remembered Talia’, showing that once he had gotten what he wanted from her he had forgotten about her
until he wanted to use her again, giving an impression of male entitlement as he did not care for Talia’s
feelings, instead he only cared for her body. This idea is strengthened when it says that he was going to
return ‘to see if the lovely lady was still sleeping there’, showing that he did not care if she was awake
and that he would rape her again. By doing this, the prince is objectifying her, as he does not care about
her consent. When the prince arrives he is ‘overjoyed to find her awake and with two charming little
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toddlers’, further romanticising and normalising the rape by making everything seem like it is okay, this
idea is continued when the king and Talia ‘realised they were forming a stronger bond of friendship and
love® and were ‘indeed desperately in love’. By having Talia fall in love with her rapist it suggests to the
reader that nothing bad will come of this, furthermore, when the king leaves, he promises ‘to return for
her soon and bring her to his kingdom’, by doing this, he rewards her for motherhood and bearing his

children.

When the Queen and Talia at last meet, the Queen does not listen to Talia when she attempts to ‘reason
with her’ and explain that she did not know that the king was married, again linking to the idea of victim
blaming, in which ‘victims are frequently blamed and their testimony is denied and ridiculed” (Cosslett,
2014), exemplified here. The Queen does not blame the king who committed the crime, but instead
focuses on Talia and places all of the blame onto the victim. This was common back when the fairy tale
was written, however, due to the feminist movement, it is now changing and the person committing the
rape is instead the one who has the blame placed upon them. In the end, the Queen is the one who is
killed as she attempted to kill Talia, however, nothing happens to the King despite the fact that he actively
participated in necrophilia, rape and adultery, showing that when women are violent bad things will
happen to them, yet when men are violent they are met with no consequences as it shows their strength
and masculinity. Both the King and the cook are seen as being heroic, representing the traditional male
stereotype, however, the King’s secretary *valued his own life above honour’ and in the end was Killed for
it, suggesting that bad things happen to men who are weak as it is not a stereotypical male attribute,
furthermore, he betrayed the King for a woman, something that would have been most likely seen as
unthinkable.

In the movie, it is the Prince who is captured by Maleficent, however, the fairies free him so that he can
save Aurora, giving him a shield of virtue and a sword of truth so that he may overcome the evil. The
heavy symbolism of the weapons appears to be the only good moral within this Disney movie, as they
teach children that by being good and truthful nothing bad will happen to them. He then has to fight
Maleficent in order to get to his beloved, yet, when she turns into a dragon it creates the image of the
iconic battle between St George and the dragon, making the Prince appear more worthy than he already
had been. As in the book, the villain is killed and they live happily together, as is common within Disney

movies,

‘The treatment of gender in Sleeping Beauty is more problematic than in most Disney films.” (Booker,
2010) This can be seen in the fairy tale, not just the movie, as in both, the Queen and Talia are
represented as being foils of each other as they are each used to highlight particular qualities of the other.
In the movie, ‘Maleficent, is a bad women who serves to highlight Aurora’s goodness.” (Booker, 2012),
and in the fairy tale, all of the descriptions of Talia have positive connotations, ‘beautiful young girl’,
‘enchanting girl’ and ‘lovely lady’, whereas, all of the descriptions of the Queen have negative
connotations, ‘her face was burning with passionate hatred’, ‘anger and jealousy’ and ‘hatred’. However,
Talia may be described as this, as she is passive and emotionless, she does as the king asks and is happy
to please him, therefore, representing her in a good light as she is following stereotypical gender roles.
Yet the Queen, who seems extremely emotive and is seen as being a powerful female, is described in
negative ways, showing people that this is the incorrect way for women to act. This occurs in the movie
as well, Maleficent is depicted as ‘a strong independent woman... the epitome of the threatening female’
(Booker, 2010) as they threatened the patriarchal society, and therefore, she is automatically cast as the
villain. Before Maleficent even opens her mouth the audience can tell she is the villain through the use of
colours, she is dressed in dark colours and in place of hair are two horns, removing a stereotypical beauty
trait and signifying that she is the antagonist as opposed to the beauty of Aurora. We can see the
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importance of beauty, as it is the first gift given by the fairies, the second gift being a beautiful singing
voice, showing that brains were not important, as long as she is beautiful. In Disney movies, Queens are
often the evil ones, for example, in Snow White, the Queen is actually known as the Evil Queen or
Wicked Queen, this could be because they represent women in power and therefore give them negative A5 5
connotations as they threaten the patriarchal society.

Furthermore, the king says ‘you brought nothing with you into this house’ in reference to the fact that the
Queen is unable to bear children, Gross (7982) stated that ‘overemphasis on the mother role is related to
inflexibility of different female roles within society.” As women were not allowed to play any roles within
society, therefore, by not being able to give birth, she is seen as not fulfilling her ‘only” role as a woman.
Due to this, the Queen attempts to kill Talia’s children as they represent her husband’s infidelity, ‘Just as
the heroine represents life-giving and creative power, the witch figure murders and destroys new life.’
(Frankel, 2010) Being a mother was a stereotypical role for women during the time in which this was
written, and therefore, by taking away that chance for the Queen, she is not upholding the conventional ,
values,

The Little Mermaid, based on Han Christian Anderson’s original tale, is another Disney movie that has
strong gender stereotypes because, ‘as is typical of Disney, the film version betrays the or iginal story
while it also adroitly exploits our society’s obsessions with physical beauty and romantic love.” (Guroian, AY
1998) In both the movie and the story, the Little Mermaid must go through *a radical body modification’
(Booker, 2012) in order to gain the prince’s love, this gives the impression to young girls that they are not
good enough for men, and must therefore change themselves in order to appeal to them. Due to this, ‘The
[fairytale] seems to almost entirely ignore the gains made by the women’s movement in the decades
preceding it’s release.” (Booker, 2012). By the time the Little Mermaid was released in 1989, the feminist
movement was already under way, with women making a huge impact on trying to achieve equal rights,
for example; the first female pilots graduated in 1977, Margaret Thatcher became the first female Prime
Minister in 1979 and Executive Order 11375 was put into place, which abolished any discrimination
based on sex.

At first the movie appears to be empowering as Ariel ‘appears to be engaged in a struggle against parental
control, motivated by the desire to explore the human world and willing to take a risk in defining the
subject and object of her desires.” (Soto, 2000), this idea is strengthened when Ariel sings ‘A Part of Your
World® as ‘she caresses a book that she cannot read, expressing her longing for knowledge.” (Bell, 1995).
Yet, it replaces one of the most important and empowering pats of the original story, as in the original
version, the mermaid lets herself die instead of killing the prince, letting him be happy despite the fact
that it causes her death, however, Disney takes away the sacrifice that would have created a stronger
female role model to young girls. Furthermore, in the original the mermaid earns her soul on her own
through this sacrifice, yet, in the movie, she gains it through Eric, as by earning his kiss she is able to get
her voice back. Additionally, ‘Disney eliminates two important female characters (grandmother and
bride), and deemphasizes the role of the sisters; in turn, Disney adds animal and human characters, and
those who carry major action and dialogue are all male.” (Bendix, 1993) Despite the sea witch being an
anonymous character in the story, Disney gives her a bigger role and a name. They use Ursula to
demonstrate the dangers of a matriarchal society, as during the final showdown, Ursula gains power and
whilst she has control everything goes into chaos, therefore suggesting that Disney is trying to show how
a patriarchal society is better as before, when the King was in charge everything was okay.

In both the film and the movie Ariel’s voice is taken in exchange for her becoming human, and in both,
the sea witch/Ursula tells her that she will able to use her ‘beautiful form” and ‘pretty face’ in order to win
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over the prince’s heart. Yet, Ursula is known for her trickery and she also knows that by taking Ariel’s
voice she will be taking the one thing that the prince would be able to recognise her by. Therefore, when
in the movie Ariel asks Ursula how she will be able to entice the prince, Ursula lies and tells Ariel,

“The mnen up there don't like a lot of blabber. They think a girl who gossips is a bore. Yes, on land it's
much preferred for ladies not 1o say a word. Afier all. dear, what is idle prattle for? Come on, they're not
all that impressed with conversation, true gentfemen avoid it when they can. but they dote and swoon ane
fawn. On a lady who's withdravwn. It's she who holds her tongue who gets her man.”

(The Little Mermaid, 1959)

Thus implying that in order to gain the affections of men, women must be quiet, linking with the
stereotype that women must do as men want and must ‘serve’ them, it also enforces the ‘seen but not
heard’ idea that so many young children are told by their parents and grandparents. The phrase itself,
‘seen but not heard’ (Marrin, n.d,j, comes from the 15th century collections of homilies written by an
Augustinian clergyma called Mirk's Festial, and in the original text it specifically refers to wonien,
enforcing the idea that women are just there as an object. This idea is continued in the ariginal fairy tale
as there are “beautiful female slaves, dressed in silk and gold’ who are singing and performing for the
prince and his family, strengthening the idea that women should obey men, furthermore, the slaves would
not have been able to afford such luxurious clothes, therefore, it is a symbol of the prince’s ownership
over them, Once Ariel has gained the attention of the prince, he tells Ariel that ‘she should remain with
him always and she received permission to sleep at his door.” The use of the noun ‘permission’ suggests
at first that the prince is going to allow her to do something more grand then just sleep at the door. it
implies that the prince thinks that it is an honour just for someone to sleep near him during the night and
indicates that he thinks very highly of himself. Furthermore, the mermaid seems happy by this despite the
fact that she is sleeping on the floor outside of his room and he is treating her like an accessory. In the
film she is treated a little better, yet when the prince meets the person he thinks is his one true love he
drops Ariel and gives the other woman all of his attention.

I the films ‘several villainous female characters are masculinised in distinct ways.” (Cheu, 2013) Ursula
being one of them. However, Ursula is masculinised in a very different way, she is over feminized and
therefore starts to take on a more masculine appearance, this is most likely due to the fact that Ursula was
based on Divina, a drag Queen in the 1970°s and 80’s, thus meaning she looks nothing like the
stereotypical Disney princess, meaning the audience can automatically identify her as being the villain.
Yet, by having Ursula seeking out King Triton’s scepter, a phallic representation, it creates the idea that
Ursula is suffering from ‘penis envy’, what Freud believed, led to girls feeling “inferior or inadequate in
relation to boys’ (Nevid, 2003). However, being the only female in the movie with a voice and power, it is
no surprise that she is killed in the end, furthermore, at the end she is pierced with what appears to be a
phallic symbol; therefore she is no longer a threat to the patriarchal society. Ariel, however, who was
never a threat to the patriarchal society, is rewarded by being human and is allowed to stay with the
prince, showing to young girls that it is better to fit in to the society than rebel against it.

Despite The Little Mermaid and Sleeping Beauty lacking the feminist edge that most female modern
women want; Tangled shows that Disney is taking a step in the right direction as it represents a strong
heroine who is saving herself. However, Wilson (2070) argues that ‘[Tangled] re-hashes the same old
story: As a woman, you can cither be a princess awaiting her prince or an cvil stepmother/witch; as a
matt. you get all the action (in many senses of the word).” Both Rapunzel and Tangled contain a girl with
long blonde hair who is locked away in a tower and whose love interest gets hurt, but is then magically
healed by Rapunzel’s tears. However, that is where the similarities end, with Tangled having a much
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more in depth storyline and a wide variety of characters, as is typical of Disney movies. In both versions
we see Gothel’s deceitfulness, however it is more thoroughly explored by Disney and we are allowed to
truly see their relationship. Gothe! uses love to mask that she is the villain, she uses her role as the
motherly figure to constantly belittle Rapunzel which can be seen at the beginning when she gives the
young girl back handed complements, doing all of this under the mask of motherly teasing, for example,
‘Rapunzel, please, stop with the mumbling. You know how I feel about the mumbling... I'm just teasing,
you’re adorable.” However, it is because of this that makes Gothel one of the scariest Disney villains, as
she is not openly evil like many other villains we have seen. She takes on a role that everyone is aware of
and brings into light how damaging emotional abuse can be. Gothel manipulates Rapunzel throughout the
entire movie, even when she is not there, as can exemplified when Rapunzel leaves the castle, ‘Mother
would be so furious. That's okay though, I mean, what she doesn’t know won’t kill her, Oh my gosh. This

would kill her’, the audience can clearly see how conflicted the girl is, showing the effect of years of ¢

emotional abuse. The reason that Gothel has Rapunzel is for her hair, which can be seen in every touching
gesture Gothel makes, whenever she touches Rapunzel affectionately she is always touching her hair,
showing that Gothel sees her as more of a possession than a daughter, only keeping her around for the
magical abilities of her hair which allow her to keep her beauty and youth.

According to McCue, four conditions lead to the development of Stockholm Syndrome, one being that the
women becomes isolated from others and the abuser shows kindness and due to the power imbalance the
women begins to develop a traumatic bond with her abuser and begins to feel completely dependant upon
them.’ (McCue, 2008). This is evident in both versions of the tale as Rapunze! is locked away in the tower
and relies upon Gothel for everything, as she is unable to leave, Gothel acts as her food scurce and her
only human interaction, therefore it is no surprise that Rapunzel reacts negatively when she finally leaves
the tower, as she is betraying Gothel. The audience can understand Rapunzel’s feelings, however, as in
the song ‘Mother Knows Best® ‘[Gothel] makes Rapunzel feel guilty about her desires and dramatizes the
harrars of the outside world® (Lady Geek Girl and Friends, 2013 In both versions, Gothel could be seen
as taking the role of the stepmother, someone who is often seen as the villain in many fairy tales. This is
normally due to what Freud calls, the Electra Complex, which “refers to the phenomenon of the little girls
attraction to her father and hostility toward her mother, whom she sees as her vival.” (Scosr, 2005) Despite
that not cccurring in this story, the preconception that stepmothers are evil has clearly made its home
here. The story was published in 1812 and by then witch trials were already taking place and “the women
most targeted were widows or individuals over the age of 50, who themselves had no childbearing role’
(Levack, 2001 ). therelore. Gothel, who was not married and had no children would have been accused of
being a witch had she been a real person, therefore, her representation in the story is not that unusual.
Furthermore, *by the middle of the twenticth century, mothers were being blamed for the unhappiness of
every troubled child,” (Schanoes, 2014) and because society needed someone to blame, Disney used
stepmothers as a metaphor for this.

Gothel represents a strong women, and therefore it is no surprise that she is killed. however, that does not
mean that the entire movie contains stercotypical gender roles. The Grimm Brother’s (1972} Rapunzel,
for example, in the story we only learn about her feminine traits. her *splendid long hair® and “sweet
voice”. for instance. The mavie however, delivers a well thought out character that demonstrates that
Disney is taking a slep in the right divection. Rogers (2011, suggests that this can be seen when Rapunzel
takes the stereotypical. female object of the frying pan but uses it to defend herself. symbolising feminine
power and how you do net need the traditional masculine power of the sword in order to be seen as
powerlul. [t also showed aspects of the ‘new man’, where men are shown as being more in touch with
their emotional side. something that would normally have been seen as feminine. There is a whole scene
dedicated to this theory, the two main characters enter a bar filled with rough looking men. however, they
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all break into song about their dreams, some of which included becoming a baker, finding love and
making tiny unicorns. Furthermore, the love inlerest exemplities the “new man” theory as despite being a
hyper masculine stereotypical male character. he confesses his true self to Rapunzel and in response she
tells him that she prefers that person, “For the record. [ like Eugene Fitzherbert much better than Flynn
Rider.’

In the original version neither the prince or Rapunzel have a strong character and are thrust into
stereotypical roles, for instance, when they first meet Rapunzel loses her fear when the prince talks to her
in a *friendly manner’ and when he asks her to be his wife she immediately says yes, despite having only
known him for a short time. He continues to go back to her after that and when Gothel finds out. she calls
her a *Godless” child, possibly suggesting that Rapunzel has lost her virginity and is therelore & sinner,
something that would have been common at the time in which it was written as women were supposed to
be chaste and pure. Gothel then takes Rapunzel into the wild and cut off her hair before leaving her there.
[owever. the punishment does not stop there, she lures the prince by pretending (o be Rapunzel and then
makes it seem as though Rapunzel is dead. In his despair. the Prince throws himsell from the tower and
has his eyes pulled out by thorns. Yel, in the end. the two linally meet, yet Rapunzel has two twins. once
more showing the stereotypical values that a women needs 1o have children a contrast to Gothel who had
to steal her child. Tn they end. they live happily ever afier as Rapunzel eries onto his eyes and gives him
his sight back, much like Rapunzel uses her lears in Tangled to heal Flynn Rider. once more showing that
true love can conquer all, Tangled. despite its stercotypical origin, shows a voung girl who is not salely
focused on finding her true love, instead she is focused on her own dream: leaving the tower and hinding
out what the lights in the sky are as opposed to the fairy tale where she only wants (o leave the tower
because of the prince. The love story is a sub plot compared 1o this, showing that Disney has evolved
from its earlier movies. This is exemplified when we see the heroine of the story dip the love interest,
instead of it being the other way around.

At the beginning of Disney. the movies did still hold true to the stereotypical gender roles that were in the
original stories: however. we can sce that as times have changed so have Disncy’s views. They are now
starting to create more independent role models for young girls and princes/male characters that young
boys can aspire (o be like, With Flynn rider showing that you do not need fo be masculine to get people to
like you. that a softer side will work as well. Young girls can also look at Merida from Brave and the
sisters from Frozen. and see that you can be the hero of yaur own story. that they do not need to wait for
their prince to save them, Disney has taken the original stories as a basis for their own movies. changing
and expanding on them to make something that fits into society. therefore, it is not surprising that the
gender stercotypes represented within them have changed as well. Yet, the movies still do follow the idea
of a two women against cach other. which only serves 1o create tensions amongst other girls and causes
them to judge one another for no reason other than because it has been drilled into them through decades
of media sources that pit girls against one another as a form of entertainment. However. Disney are
moving in the right direction and are beginning to create characters that are good roles models 10 young
children and will influence them in a good way.

Whilst doing my research I have chosen to mainly use books and journals as experts in the area have
written them, therefore, I believe that these sources are dependable, as they would not have been
published had they not been. Furthermore, the authors have had to do vast amounts of research in order to
publish their ideas, meaning that they will most likely be trustworthy. Most of the sources I have used are
reliable, however, I did use Wikipedia during my research and have quoted from it. Although I believe
the information to be correct and would not have used it if I did not think it was, it may still have a
questionable reliability as it is open to the public and may be changed by anyone who wishes to do so. A
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problem I encountered whilst researching my essay was finding the original fairytale as there are many
out there, and due to them being centuries of years old there were many variations between the different
versions. However, I believe that the versions I have used are as close to the original as I could get. If I
had not been restricted by the word count then I would have been able to go into more depth with my
analysis of the fairytales and I would have been able to explore a wider variety, however, I believe that I
have done as much as I was able with the word count. I believe that I have handled my time accordingly
and have organized my research well, making the process easier for myself. If 1 where to do this again
than I would begin my research earlier and would have structured my points in a better way in order to
make my essay more coherent.
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How do Gender Stereotypes in Disney
Movies differ from their Original Fairy
Tales and are the Characters good Role
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What I Learned

I have learned that although Disney makes the original
fairy tales more child friendly, they still retain strong
gender stereotypes.

Disney are beginning to change, as can been seen in
Tangled and Brave.

Literature can influence modern day culture.
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ched for the original fairytale and annotated it.
I watched the Disney alternative and took notes of important parts,

I began to do research for the fairytales/movies I was looking at:
+ Booker, M - Disney, Pixar, and the hidden messages of
children''s films
«  Bell, E = From Mouse to Mermaid
» Cheu. ] = Diversity in Disnev Films
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Process

This research allowed me to do a more in depth analysis
and helped me to explore things I may have otherwise
overlooked.

I did my own primary research in the form of a
questionnaire.

Self Reflection

* [ organised my research well.
* Ineed to improve on my time management.

* I need to work harder on my critical analysis.




Questions?




