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The State of the Higher Education Sector



What do we mean?

What do you know?

What do you want to know?

The Higher Education Sector



Past, Present and Future

OfSSNC

AugarAPPPrivate Providers

CMA

UF

FE as HE

Apprenticeships

Changing Demographics

Media / Scandals

TEF / REF



2012: No SNC for AAB or Equivalent 

Things change fast 
around here

2013: Moved to ABB and then
removal SNC from E2015/16
Why?
Social mobility and improved economic 
performance
Measures: Minimum academic entry bar
Non-continuation rates
Loan repayment performance

HEFCE / OFFA H.E.R.A ACT(RIP 2018) 
Introducing the OFS…



Yesterday in HE:
Office for Students and other news

https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2019/future-of-the-tef-independent-reviewer.pdf

https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2019/future-of-the-tef-independent-reviewer.pdf


Here and Now

“ A wide-ranging review of Post-18 Education and Funding”

Augar’s TOR:

1) Choice & competition

2) A system accessible to all

3) Delivering the skills our country needs

4) Value for money



£9250

£6500

£7500

£????



The results… Unconditional Offers
(insert panto jeers and cheers)



The results… grade inflation



The results… ‘sharp’ tactics



Where are we going?



How this impacts you

Right now:
- Government state WHAT the requirements are
- University systems will UNIQUELY meet the requirements
- Individuals/teams in control of HOW we do this

Going forward
- Genuine need for review and rationalising the sector 
- Increase population. Return of SNC? £ +/-? 
- The only constant is change
- Stick to a set of simple principles …



What can I do about any of this?

1. Be honest

2. Support each other

3. Collaborate and share best practice

4. Stay interested and share your opinions (they are just as valid 

as everyone else's)

http://www.heloa.ac.uk/


Find.Out.More

• Wonkhe

• Times Higher Education

• Universities UK

• Office for Students

• NEON

http://www.heloa.ac.uk/
mailto:jonny85@liverpool.ac.uk?subject=HELOA%20NPC
https://wonkhe.com/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/
https://www.educationopportunities.co.uk/

